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PROPOSED ANGLICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL - ESPERANCE 
Grievance 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Roe) [9.09 am]:  I grieve to the minister representing the Minister for Education and 
Training.  My grievance centres around the minister’s rejection of an application by the Anglican Schools 
Commission for an advanced determination for the building of the Anglican community school at Esperance.  
The Anglican Schools Commission is involved with 16 schools in Western Australia.  It owns seven schools 
throughout WA, and the other nine are independent Anglican schools.  I have lived in the Esperance area for the 
past 25 years, and am aware that for many years there has been a community and industry desire for parent 
choice in private secondary education, which is not available today.  In the past three years, this community and 
industry desire has increased, so much so that there has been representation from the community and industry, 
including the shire, to the Anglican Schools Commission.   

Esperance is an ideal location for a private secondary school.  It is a major coastal centre for agriculture in the 
south east of the state, and of course it is a major port for the export of iron ore.  Nickel is also soon to be 
exported via this port from the $2 billion mine east of Ravensthorpe.  Esperance has three government primary 
schools, one Catholic private primary school and one Christian private primary school.  It has no private 
secondary school.  All those schools feed into the Esperance Senior High School, which has about 1 000 enrolled 
students.  It is one of the few regions in Australia that does not have a private secondary school of choice.  There 
are no schools like the proposed school within 500 kilometres.  Many students from the region go to Bunbury 
Cathedral Grammar School and to Perth.   
The ASC received 310 expressions of interest when this proposal was first mooted some three years ago.  There 
were expressions of interest for enrolment in year 8 from the parents of 40 students.   

Mr N.R. Marlborough:  Sorry, what was the last thing? 

Dr G.G. JACOBS:  There were 310 expressions of interest, and, of those, 40 students would have been able to 
start in year 8 in 2008.  The proposal was to open the school in 2008.  There were to be two year-8 classes, and 
those students would go through to year 12 in 2012.   
The minister was advised by the Non-Government Schools Planning Advisory Committee.  It has about eight 
members and is headed by the respected Professor Don Smart.  It has representatives from the Department of 
Education and Training, the head of the non-government education council, an assessor from that council, a non-
government education representative, a Catholic education representative and representatives from private 
schools.   
The argument for rejection of this proposal, which is a very valid proposal, I suggest, is that the number of 
secondary enrolments is forecast to decline in the three shires of Ravensthorpe, Dundas and Esperance over the 
next few years.  In fact, the population statistics for Esperance alone show that in the 20 to 24-year-old age 
group, the population for the period from 2006 to 2011 is predicted to increase from 940 to 1 300.  For the age 
group 25 to 29 years, the numbers are to increase from 680 to 1 100.  Someone may ask what is the significance 
of that.  Those are the reproductive years of a person’s life.  It is the time in a person’s life when one has 
children.  When people of that demographic group come to the area, they often bring children.  There is a good 
argument based on demographics that the region is growing.   

The other argument levelled against the Anglican Schools Commission’s application was that the enrolments 
will affect the Esperance Senior High School and impact on Perth schools.  The minister is advised by the 
advisory council.  I put it to the house that the decision is flawed and lacks vision.  The shire has vision; it has 
provided land worth $200 000 and has not charged any interest.  That shows how keen it is for the school to 
develop.  The Esperance Port Authority is keen and has vision for the project because it is able to do work in 
kind to develop the site.  The government’s decision is flawed and needs review.  I ask the minister to look at it 
again because it is a very worthwhile proposal. 

MR N.R. MARLBOROUGH (Peel - Minister Assisting the Minister for Education and Training) 
[9.17 am]:  I thank the member for Roe for bringing this matter to the attention of the Parliament.  I thank him 
for his involvement in and support of the project.  He should be assured that the processes that have to be gone 
through have not yet been completed.  He would be aware that Mr Peter Laurence of the Anglican Schools 
Commission has already indicated that the commission is expecting to appeal the decision.  That will entail the 
commission applying for registration of the school.  The matter can then be referred to the minister by the 
independent non-government school registration advisory panel.  There are a number of steps to be gone 
through.  The member is right; at this stage, the application has been rejected by the Non-Government Schools 
Planning Advisory Committee on the grounds he has suggested.  The committee has looked at the demographics, 
which indicate that, although there is a slight peak in school numbers this year, after 2006 there will be a decline.  
It has looked into the impact on existing schools and a number of other issues.  The proposed school would not 
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be located in a recognised growth area.  All those points have been covered by the member.  As I said, the 
member should be assured that this is not the end of the matter.  I encourage the Anglican Schools Commission 
with its appeal. 

In recent times in my electorate of Peel, I have had the pleasure of dealing with the Anglican Schools 
Commission and Mr Peter Laurence.  Mr Laurence came to see me in December 2004 to indicate that the 
Anglican Schools Commission wanted to build a K-12 school - the Peter Carnley school - in Kwinana.  The 
application has been rejected by the same body that rejected the application in Esperance.  I was staggered by the 
rejection.  I could not understand why a town like Kwinana, which has massive growth around it due to the 
freeway, would have such an application rejected.   

Dr G.G. Jacobs:  The same here. 

Mr N.R. MARLBOROUGH:  I am sure.  As a local member, he would be.  Thankfully, we were able to prevail 
and have that decision overturned in the appeal process.  In fact, it probably did not even go to the appeal 
process; the decision may have been overturned.  I spoke to the Non-Government Schools Planning Advisory 
Committee.  I remember speaking to the minister at the time, the now Premier, and we were able to get that 
decision reversed. 

I find the Anglican Schools Commission extremely professional.  In my dealings with the commission, it has 
done all the necessary work with all the appropriate facts before it.  I am sure that the commission will have a 
good case to go through the appeals process.  Hopefully, that will give the minister the opportunity to review the 
original decision of the Non-Government Schools Planning Advisory Committee to recommend that an Anglican 
school in Esperance not be approved, and we will have an answer that will satisfy the member.  At a personal 
level, I intend to bring this matter to the attention of the Minister for Education and Training.  I am not promising 
that I will be able to influence her - or even that I can take it to the minister on the basis of being able to 
influence her - but I will walk her through the processes that I had to deal with two years ago in Kwinana.  I 
know how the local community was affected by the decision not to go ahead.   

The door is not closed; there is still an opportunity.  It is not the end of the matter.  As the member knows, that 
non-government school registration advisory panel is absolutely independent of the minister.  The minister is not 
involved.  It is referred by the minister to that body, which is totally independent under the act.  Peter Laurence 
and the Anglican Schools Commission have dealt with the process before.  I know the satisfaction that I received 
from seeing the approval of the Peter Carnley K-12 Anglican high school in Kwinana.  Hopefully, the member 
will receive as much satisfaction when the review of the appeal is complete. 
 


